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PREAMBLE
With these guidelines on research data management (RDM), the Ostbayerische Technische Hochschule
(University of Applied Sciences) Amberg-Weiden supports all researchers, including early-career
researchers, in the handling of research data, thereby contributing to a sustainable research
environment.

Research data and its documentation are of fundamental importance for ensuring high-quality research
and scientific integrity. Accurate and easily accessible research data form the essential basis of every
research project. They are necessary for the traceability and reproducibility of research processes and
their results. Research data have long-term benefits for research and science and the potential for
extensive re-use and dissemination within society.

These guidelines are based on the OTH Amberg-Weiden Code of Conduct for Good Scientific Practice,
the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (German Research Foundation) Guidelines on the Handling of
Research Data, and the FAIR principles. The research principles of OTH Amberg-Weiden are also
relevant.

1. DEFINITIONS
Researchers: Researchers are all members of OTH Amberg-Weiden who are actively involved in
research, including professors, research assistants, PhD students and visiting researchers.

Research data: The term ‘research data’ encompasses all data, particularly digital data, that form the
subject matter, constituent steps or results of research processes. Typical examples of research data
include measurement data, laboratory results, audiovisual information, texts, survey results, objects
from collections, methodological test procedures or simulations, source code, logs, procedures and
calculations. The range of data types reflects the diversity and methodological development of scientific
disciplines and research procedures. Research data can take various forms during the course of research
projects (e.g. primary data, processed data including negative and inconclusive results, shared or
published data) and may be subject to different access permissions.

Research data management (RDM): Research data management encompasses the planning,
collection, processing, description and documentation of research data, as well as its preservation. It
ensures access, re-use, reproducibility, quality assurance and long-term archiving of all research data
that represents or underpins scientific findings.

2. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

This guideline does not affect copyright or usage rights.



3. HANDLING RESEARCH DATA

Preserving the integrity of research data is of particular importance. Research data must be stored in a
manner that is accurate, complete, unaltered and reliable. Furthermore, it must be identifiable
(findable), accessible, traceable, interoperable and available for potential future use (reusable).

Research data should be stored in a suitable repository or archiving system. The data should be assigned
persistent identifiers (PIDs), such as a DOI or Handle. The OTH Amberg-Weiden Data Centre and the
Bay.FIS database at OTH Amberg-Weiden should be involved in this process.

In accordance with intellectual property rights and provided that no third-party rights, legal provisions
or other proprietary rights prohibit this, research data must be provided with a free licence and made
openly available.

Research data and research records must be retained and kept accessible for as long as required by
intellectual property rights or the conditions imposed by research funding bodies, in accordance with
applicable legal and contractual provisions (e.g. EU requirements regarding the collection of personal
data). The minimum retention period for research data and records is ten years following the publication
of the data or the publication of the relevant work, or following the completion of the project.

If research data and associated records are to be deleted or destroyed after the retention period has
expired, or for legal or ethical reasons, this may only be done whilst taking into account all legal and
ethical considerations. Any deletion must be traceable and documented. When deciding whether to
retain or delete the data, the interests and contractually agreed provisions of third-party funding bodies
and other stakeholders, in particular contributors and collaboration partners, must be taken into
account. In doing so, aspects of security and confidentiality must be observed.

4. RESPONSIBILITIES, RIGHTS, DUTIES

4.1. Responsibilities of researchers
Researchers ...

i. handle research data in such a way that the principles and requirements of this guideline
are met.

ii. collect, document, store and archive research data and the associated documentation in
such a way that access and, where appropriate, proper deletion are possible. This also
includes agreeing on procedures and responsibilities in joint research projects. Such
information should form part of a data management plan (DMP) that documents the
collection, management, storage, use and publication of the data used and describes the
requirements for data integrity and confidentiality. Researchers should create a DMP for
each research project and maintain it throughout the course of the project.

iii. plan, as far as possible, for the continued use of the data, particularly after the project has
been completed. This includes both defining rights of use and exploitation after the project
has ended, including the granting of appropriate licences, and establishing arrangements
for data storage and archiving in the event of leaving OTH Amberg-Weiden.

iv. comply with all relevant organisational, regulatory, institutional and other contractual and
legal provisions relating to both research data and the management of associated research
records (for example, regarding contextual or provenance information) and advocate for
this.



4.2. Responsibilities of OTH Amberg-Weiden

The OTH Amberg-Weiden ...

supports its organisational units and, to the best of its ability, provides funding and resources
for research funding, services, the operation of organisational units, infrastructure and training.

promotes compliance with the recommendations on good scientific practice. To this end, it
offers support and advice to researchers, provides examples of data management plans (DMPs)
and organises training sessions. This is done in accordance with current guidelines, agreements
with third-party funding bodies, internal regulations, codes of conduct and other relevant
guidance.

develops mechanisms and provides services to store, securely preserve and archive research
data, so that access to the research data can be guaranteed both during and after the
completion of research projects.

provides access to the services and infrastructure described above, so that researchers can
comply with the requirements of third-party funding bodies and other legal entities and fulfil
their responsibilities as set out in these guidelines.

The first point of contact for research data management is the Institute for Applied Research
at OTH Amberg-Weiden.

5. GULTIGKEIT

This guideline on research data management (RDM) is intended for all researchers at OTH Amberg-
Weiden. It was adopted by the university management of OTH Amberg-Weiden on 24 February 2026.
This guideline must be observed in the case of externally funded R&D projects. However, specific
agreements with third-party funding bodies regarding data management take precedence over this
guideline.

This RDM guideline is reviewed regularly and updated as necessary.

Amberg-Weiden, 25 February 2026

President

The german-language version of this guideline shall apply. The english-language version is merely a
translation.



